Experts: Now
,, implement'
curbs on
pollution
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#~% the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB)has de-
veloped the index in con-

sultation with II'T, Kanpur and

other expert groups comprising
medlcalprofesswna]s andscien-
tists. ;

The move, which will not on-
lyenhance publicawareness but
also create a competitive envi-
ronment among cities to take
steps for air pollution mitiga-

tion, was welcomed by environ- |

mentalists and  think tanks.
They, however, said the govern-
mentshouldalsoimplement pol-
lution emergency measures to
pmngdownpeakpo]lutionlevels
in the same manner as is being
donein other countries.
: “For the first time, the gov-

ernmenthastaken the initiative .
to inform people about daily air -

quality. with simple descrip-
tions that people can under-
. stand, It is cautlomng them
- about poss1ble health conse-
quences.’ 'his can’ help. build
: pubhc awareness as well as pub-
~ lic support for hard decisions
needed to get cleaner air;” said

Anumita Roychowdhury execu-

tive director of Delhi-based Cen-
tre for Science and EnVJron-
ment.

Under AQI hosted on

CPCB'’s website, pollution levels |

have been classified in six bands
with simple descriptions to help
people understand it. Each band
has cut-points of concentration
witha colour codeto express the
level of severity. Air quality is
_classified ‘good’ if pollution lev-
elsareatleast50% below regula
tory standards.
Fbrfull report, logonto
~ Www.timesofindie.com,

‘Choking India ] joins ¢ global
" club, gets air quality index

Cltlzens Will
_ GetInfoOn
Health Hazards
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 New Delhi: With PrimeMinis-

ter Narendra Modi launching

‘a national air guality index -
(AQI), India on Monday joined

a global league of nations
which includes US, France,

. China and Mexico that have

implemented such analertsys-
tem. The system will give de-
tails of air quality and infor-
mation on its likely health
implications for city dwellers.
India’s AQI will initially be
available to people in 10 cities
— Delhi, Faridabad, Agra,

. Kanpur, Lucknow, Varanasi,

- KOLKATA TO COME UNDER SYSTEM SOON

cities where » Most of the monitoring stations in
ﬂ sl these 10 cities started displaying the
information on :

index from Monday (April 6)
CERRIETNEURIER ), Index can be accessed from
| health implications: websites of Union environment
Delhi, Agra, Kanpur, | ministry or respective state
Lucknow, Varanasi, :

} pollution-control boards
Faridabad, Ahmedabad,
Chennai, Bangalore
and Hyderabad

one code’ for different types of air

poor, very poor and severe)

» 46 other million-plus cities and

{ 20 state capitals will have similar air
quality index in next one to two years
» Each of these cities will have ‘
6-7 monitoring stations W|th ‘
AQldisplayboards =

“» AQI scheme reflects ‘one colour

v quahty (good, satisfactory, moderate,

Ahmedabad Bangalore Chen
naiand Hyderabad. It willhelp.  qualityis part1cu1ar1y poor.
people in these cltles take pre- Other cities,

cautions on days when the air

mcludmg

Mumba1 Kolkata and Chandi-
garh, will come under the na-

~ tional indexing network in a

couple of months when their
pollution control boards are
ready with the new and updat-
ed round-the-clock monitoring

- stations. A similar facility will

be made available to the rem-

~aining metropolitan cities and

state capitalsin another one to

‘twoyears.

The central agencies have
taken into account eight pollu-

* tants: PM2.5, PM10, nitrogen

oxides, sulphur dioxide; 0zone,

~carbon rhonoxide, ammonia

and lead while calculating and
releasing the AQI. The index,
using continuous24-houraver-
age data, will be made availa-
ble daily from various moni-

~ toring stationsin thosecities.
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